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I like the last army of the Middle Ages pouring out to do

th the French Revolution.

Ley, -who was still awaiting the  carts,  supplies and mules

by the Junta and whose men had been on half rations for

two days, refused to accompany Cuesta.    He was beginning

i the fatal nature of the venture on which he had embarked

To advance farther into so inhospitable a hinterland in

of a superior enemy without any certainty of being able
lis troops would be insanity. The most he would consent
.s to send two infantry brigades and a small force of cavalry
the Alberche to maintain contact with his uncontrollable
Vith the rest of his army he took up the best defensive position
find between the Tagus and the mountains, and there awaited,
h. patience as he could, the inevitable return of the Spaniards,
were not long. On the afternoon of the 26th they came
g back down the great highway in a confused mob, shouting

French were after them.    Having reached Torrijos, thirty



Battle of Talavera, 28th. July, 1809.
5 the east, they had come up against a force of 46,000 men
by the junction of Victor's First and Sebastiani's Fourth
vith the bulk of the Madrid garrison which King Joseph had
out to the rescue. The concentration had been made possible
insubordination of Venegas who, detesting Cuesta almost as
,s the French, had halted at Aranjuez instead of pinning down
ani's 17,000 men in defensive operations south of the capital.